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Do you dream to study in the U.S? 
 

 Career Choice Tip for Secondary School 
Students 

 
As students we rarely consider the next step after 
secondary school while still studying, rather this notion 
somehow is forced upon us after we have long left the 
comfort and security of secondary school. However, 
planning for tertiary or higher education should become 
part and parcel of our time during secondary years 
because there are so many things to consider. These 
include factors such as picking the best fitting career, 
selecting the best fitting institution to advance your 
studies and choosing where in the world to study. Take 
time to Research your options.  
  
Select the best fitting career  
Choosing a career is one of the most challenging choices 
a person must make in life. There are so many factors 
that one must consider such as your interests, priorities, 
training, skills and how likely you are to get your desired 
job (Career Opportunities in Your Career Field). The 
first step towards choosing a profession is to match 
personal interests with potential careers.  
 
Selecting the best fitting institution  
The likelihood of finding a perfect match that is the 
BEST FIT for you is a challenge despite the many 
universities and university-level higher education 
colleges worldwide and the wide range of courses 
available. You will almost without doubt need to decide 
what is most important to you. Therefore there are 
several factors that you must consider. 

Is the institution institutionally recognized / 
accredited? 
Higher education is an investment that should be assured 
for quality. Whether someone else pays your tuition or 
your family does, it is important to investigate the track 
record and accreditation of the colleges or universities 
you are interested in.  

How will you pay for your studies? 
Tuition, fees, and living costs vary greatly between 
institutions and as you begin to find your own funding 
sources, you should think about: a) Your Financial 
Contribution: How much money, can your own 
source(s) contribute each year towards your studies? b) 
Financial Aid: Are there any Government Financial 

schemes and sponsorship opportunities, Private/ Public 
enterprise Sponsorships and most importantly do you 
qualify for them? 

Which type of institution is best for you? 
There are so many higher tertiary institutions out there 
for you, whether locally, regionally or globally. As you 
begin to narrow down your choices, you should think 
about the type of institution that will be best for you.  

 2-year Institution: These are also known as 
community colleges in the United State, these 
institutions are for undergraduate students who 
want an associate degree (equivalent to a 
Diploma) which is usually less expensive than a 
bachelor’s degree. 

 
 4-year Institution: These usually offer 

bachelor’s degree as well as Graduate level 
study after completing a bachelor’s degree. 

 
 Vocational training institution: This is training 

for a specific career or trade, excluding the 
professions. These mainly focus on practical 
applications of skills learned, and generally 
unconcerned with theory or traditional academic 
skills.  

 
Selecting the BEST FITTING place in the world to 
study  
The world is a very diverse place, offering a variety of 
climates, cultural heritage, and landscapes from coast to 
coast. Imagine yourself studying in the United States for 
example and think about the environment you want. 
Sometimes we neglect to thick about the environment 
we are going to but climatic conditions and geographical 
location of your institutions can have a significant 
impact of how well you adjust and ultimately how well 
you perform in your studies. Most of the time, this is 
furthermore influenced by your personality and 
character. Therefore you must have a clear 
understanding of who you are. As you imagine the 
environment you want, you should think about how 
easily you can adjust to a new community and 
environment.
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